44	EUROPE FROM 911  TO  1198
effected was a temporary expedient and not a remedy;
instead of building the monarchy on a secure constitutional
foundation, he buttressed it up with ecclesiastical support.
It was, therefore, dependent upon the continuance of this
support. The Church was also in a hazardous situation.
Wealth and power were in themselves demoralising, and the
ecclesiastical duties of the bishop ultimately became sub-
ordinate to his secular functions. Lay patronage extended
to monasteries and to the lower clergy as well, and the Church
suffered from an increasing secularisation. The evil effects
of this wore to lead to the great attack on lay control in the
eleventh century. The king clung to it, because it was
necessary to him as a means of government. But the attack
succeeded, and as a result royal authority was fatally
impaired.
These were the ultimate results of Otto's policy, but in
^s own ^c^rae ^ was ^e advantages that predominated,
for the Church as well as for the king. The Church was given
the means to spread its influence and the opportunity to cure
its own ailments. Aided by Otto himself, to whom the
health of the Church was of obvious moment, the reform of
the monasteries was undertaken, especially through the
influence of his brother Bruno in Lorraine. Otto, too, had
conferred by his victories the priceless boon of peace, which
made possible the renewal of education and learning; here
again Bruno played a leading part. The advantages to Otto
himself were not confined to the assistance given to him by
the clergy in the central and local government of the kingdom.
In the eastward expansion of Saxony the Church made a
most important contribution. Conversion went hand in hand
with colonisation as a means of settling the conquered
country. The clergy were richly rewarded with lands and
tithes in the newly-won territory, and a feature of the move-
ment was the foundation of new bishoprics at Brandenburg,
Merseburg, Meissen, and elsewhere. Above all, Otto had
set his heart on the formation of a new ecclesiastical province
to embrace the area which had thus been added to Germany,
and in 967 he obtained the papal authorisation for the
creation of the archbishopric of Magdeburg. The archbishop
of Mayence, Otto's son William, stoutly resisted this curtail-
ment of his own province, but on his death in 968 the plan

